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general experience offers to every reader. The resemblance
of a statue of Hercules we must take on the artist's judgment;
but every one can criticize that which is presented as the
portrait of a friend, or neighbour. Something more than a
mere sign-post likeness is also demanded. The portrait
must have spirit and character, as well as resemblance; and
being deprived of all that, according to Bayes, goes " to
elevate and surprize/' it must make amends by displaying
depth of knowledge and dexterity of execution. We, there-
fore, bestow no mean compliment upon the author of Emma,
when we say that, keeping close to common incidents, and to
such characters as occupy the ordinary walks of life, she has
produced sketches of such spirit and originality, that we never
miss the excitation which depends upon a narrative of uncom-
mon events, arising from the consideration of minds, manners
and sentiments, greatly above our own. In this class she
stands almost alone; for the scenes of Miss Edgeworth are
laid in higher life, varied by more romantic incident, and by
her remarkable power of embodying and illustrating national
character. But the author of Emma confines herself chiefly
to the middling classes of society; her most distinguished
characters do not rise greatly above well-bred country gentle-
men and ladies; and those which are sketched with most
originality and precision, belong to a class rather below that
standard. The narrative of all her novels is composed of such
common occurrences as may have fallen under the observation
of most folks ; and her dramatis personae conduct themselves
upon the motives and principles which the readers may
recognize as ruling their own and that of most of their acquaint-
ances. The kind of moral, also, which these novels inculcate,
applies equally to the paths of common life, as will best
appear from a short notice of the author's former works, with
a more full abstract of that which we at present have under
consideration.

Sense and Sensibility, the first of these compositions, con-
tains the history of two sisters. The elder, a young lady of
prudence and regulated feelings, becomes gradually attached
to a man of an excellent heart and limited talents, who happens
unfortunately to be fettered by a rash and ill-assorted engage-
ment. In the younger sister, the influence of sensibility
and imagination predominates ; and she, as was to be expected,